
 

  

PROGRAM FOR 2022 

January 17th 2022 (Monday) – AGM and 

Final Planning meeting – 69 Third Avenue, St 

Peters 

6pm – please bring a chair and food for a 

shared meal, Covid rules permitting, or bring 

your own if the rules prevent sharing or if it 

is your preference. We will try to let you 

know prior whether food sharing is 

permitted. Tea and coffee supplied.  

7:30-ish – AGM, including election of officers 

for 2022, followed by planning activities for 

2022, talks, field days, possibly a field trip 

and a Christmas social night. We need ideas! 

Please RSVP to Barbara (0409 661 056 or 

godfrey.barbara43@gmail.com by January 

10th in case of limits to numbers due to Covid 

restrictions. 
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IN THIS EDITION: 
Notice of upcoming AGM for 2022 planning  

Past Field Trips – summaries only – where indicated, full 

articles will feature on the website 

Community Sessions – Talks Held 

FEATURE PAGE: FOCUS ON PHOTOGRAPHY- FAUNA 

COMMUNITY CORNER – giveaways, help needed 

BIRD ID FOR BEGINNERS 

 
Next edition FEATURE PAGE will be: NESTS! 

Please send in your contributions to the Editor  

Think not just birds nest, but wasp or ants… 

or crow’s nest?  

 

PRELIMINARY NOTICE: March 21st 2022 – next talk to be held 

Glenunga Hub – topic to be announced 

 

Friends of Private Bushland 2021 Pre-Christmas Party 
- 5pm Sunday 5 December - White’s Quenda sanctuary - 333 Moores Rd Norton Summit 5136. 

 
It is the last property at the western end on the southern side of Moores Road, 5km from Norton 
Summit along Colonial Drive. It is immediately adjacent to gate 10 of Morialta Conservation Park. 
The front gate is S-34.90311°, E138.72950°. 

 
Watch out! Please watch out for kangaroos on the roads!  It’s their country too! 
 
Parking: Please follow the signs from the front gate to a cleared area to the east of the house. Please do not park under trees. There 
are a number of river red gums (Eucalyptus camaldulensis) around the house that drop branches at the drop of a hat. The Whites 
do not accept any responsibility for cars damaged by either falling branches or altercations with “skippies”. 
 
Catering: Currently we cannot share food that we bring to a gathering. So please BYO food and drinks, cutlery, crockery and drinking 
glasses. The Whites will provide hot water, tea and coffee. There will be two wood-fired BBQs, complete with implements, available 
with hot red gum coals from 5pm.  Please bring some folding outdoor chairs. A gas BBQ will be available if a fire ban is proclaimed. 
 
Note: The event will be automatically cancelled in the unlikely event of a catastrophic fire ban. 
 
Camping: is available Sunday night with toilet and shower access. Please phone beforehand if you wish to stay.  
 
Contact: by email jeanraywhite@gmail.com or phone Jean 0400 835 335 or Ray White 0428 842 037. Note no RSVP is required, 
unless camping. 

 

mailto:godfrey.barbara43@gmail.com
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VALE JEAN McLAREN 
 
It is with sadness that we bid farewell to our patron Jean McLaren who passed away peacefully on 

September 22nd, aged 91 years. 

Jean’s husband Verne McLaren AM had been our patron since the Group’s inception. He passed 

away in September 2010. Jean accepted an invitation from us to take up the role. 

As newsletter editor at the time, I asked Jean if she could write a short piece for the newsletter 

introducing herself to the Group. She sent me two handwritten pages detailing her early years, how 

she met Verne and their eventful and adventurous life together. It made fascinating reading at the 

time, and it is well worth reprinting as a summary of Jean’s life (please visit the Friends of Private 

Bushland website for this remembrance of Jean & Verne’s). 

Helen Smith visited Jean often to drop off the Group’s newsletter, and to have a chat, always lively. 

Jean spent her recent years at the Clayton Church home in Magill. 

Pete and I deputised for Helen on one occasion and had a long and lively chat with Jean, who 

seemed surrounded by a group of residents that she kept involved and entertained. My memory 

will always be of her with a twinkle in her eye and a keen interest in what went on in the world. 

Our condolences go to Jean’s two daughters, Anne and Heather, and sons-in-law Gil and Gordon, 

as well as to her grandchildren and great grand-daughter. 

Chris O’Loughlin  

 

PAST FIELD TRIPS: FLEURIEU FIELD TRIP 
For five days the touring group enjoyed visiting many properties 

and environments. We had 28 members involved in the trip as hosts 

or visitors, as well as 8 community people sharing their knowledge 

and expertise with us. The weather may have been windy and a 

wee chilly at times but we didn’t get wet, so a good time was had 

by all who participated. The Normanville Caravan Park was a great 

based camp.  

Pam W. 

– DAY 1 – Thursday 16th September 2021 – ‘Songlines’ 

 Article to be included in the next newsletter 

Barbara B.  

– DAY 2 – Friday 17th September 2021 – Yankalilla Community Plant Nursery  

Our first visit for the day was at the plant nursery at Yankalilla and 

our guide was Matt Robinson. Matt informed us that the nursery 

commenced operating on 18th May 2018 with a small group of 

volunteers, starting with 6 and grew to 14 in the first year, and 

7,000 native plants for use in the Adelaide/Mt Lofty Ranges 

Natural Resource Management Board (NRM now Landscape 

Boards) coastal projects around the district. 

Remainder of article may be accessed by direct link sent by email by 

Brian K. 

Neil S. 



Visit to Andrew and Jane Norton’s 

After our visit to the community nursery, we travelled to the property of Andrew and Jane Norton. 

They have 50 acres of sheep farm, which the quickly reduced stock on (the previous owner was 

over-stocking), but have kept it as a farm as an income source. They also fenced off 6.5 hectares 

of relatively untouched natural bushland (as it is on a steep-ish hillside, it seems to have been left as 

is by previous owner/s). 

Plenty of native plants and decent sized trees suggest it may have never been cleared. Some plants 

spotted by the group were: twining fringe lily, gnat orchids, donkey orchids, and my favourite plants 

– drosera (I counted at least 3 different types). 

Remainder of article may be accessed by direct link sent by email by Brian K. 

Ron H. 

Visit to Anne Malcolm 

We arrived at Anne Malcom’s home at Normanville just in time for a delicious afternoon tea with 

scones and cream. Anne has been a member of FoPB for 

many years and we visited the Banksia Park (adjacent to her 

house) in 2000. This time we were here to see the huge 

collection of native plants she has grown in her large garden. 

Some of her older Banksia and Hakea are over 2m and she 

continues to plant any new native which takes her fancy (and 

which might grow in a sandy soil with minimal water). Many of 

the plants are not local and many are not even South 

Australian. I lost count of species at around 50. 

Cliff H. 

Visit to the Nixon Skinner Conservation Park 

The Nixon Skinner Conservation Park comprises of 8 hectares of 

native vegetation, and is situated towards the southern end of 

the Myponga Reservoir. It is a short walk along the original road 

through stringy-bark, blue gum, pink gum and sclerophyllous 

shrubs and ends in the reservoir. Yellow-tailed black cockatoos 

frequent the park.  

In 1956 Mrs Lucy Eleanor Page, a long standing and active 

member of the Field Naturalists Society of South Australia, donated the land. The park was named 

in honour of her grandfathers and was the first privately donated reserve to be established in South 

Australia for the preservation in perpetuity of native plants and animals, and for the enjoyment of 

nature lovers.  

Pam W. 

 

Visit to the Myponga Reservoir 

The trail follows the edge of the reservoir and took us through 

open plains, forested areas and native vegetation, with a couple 

of viewing areas along the way. We walked to the picnic area 

with a floating pontoon area to launch a canoe. Many 

kangaroos were happy to call the area home. 

Pam W. 

 



– DAY 3 – Saturday 18th September 2021 

Our first visit was to Banksia Park, a small ribbon-like 

block about 3.5km by 2km just behind the main 

road of Normanville that is also known as “the 

Land of the Giants”. Silver banksia (Banksia 

marginata) is so called because the underside of 

their leaves are a silvery colour. They are widely 

distributed in South Australia as low and medium 

sized trees that can grow for 150 years. But on this 

patch of glacial Permian red sands it exists as 

stands of about 30 tall trees. This is possibly the only 

significant stand of the tree form anywhere in 

Australia.  

As such, the reserve was placed on the National Trust Register of Significant Trees Classification in 

March 1990. It also has an encumbrance that declares “it be held in perpetuity by the District 

Council of Yankalilla as a reserve for the conservation of indigenous Australian flora”. 

Remainder of article may be accessed by direct link sent by email by Brian K. 

Ray W. Photos Neil S. 

DAY 4 – Sunday 19th September 2021 - Prospect Hill Bushland Group – Neale 

and Angela Dystar ‘Echidna Ridge’  

A group of 18 members met at the property of Neale and 

Angela, ‘Echidna Ridge’, in the Bullcreek Range, which 

they had purchased in 2012. We enjoyed a lovely morning 

tea in their rammed earth fire-proof home. Neale’s 

beautiful wildlife photos were on display for purchase. He 

also does guided walks of his property and Angela is a 

wildlife carer and they have built enclosures for rescued 

brushtail possums. 

Remainder of article may be accessed by direct link sent by 

email by Brian K. 

Wendy M. 

Prospect Hill Museum – “a treasure trove of history and memorabilia” 

The Museum comprises several historic buildings with exhibits 

depicting the life of the early pioneers. The Ann Russell home was 

built in 1872 by George Griggs and served as the general store and 

post office. Of note are the redgum slab floors, and of particular 

interest among the furnishings was an artwork made with human 

hair. In 1983 the Ash Wednesday fires destroyed the town. The fire 

reached the laundry of the homestead but the building was saved. 

Members roamed the various buildings exploring the Ash 

Wednesday exhibition, Scouts, RSL, CWA exhibits, blacksmiths shop, 

school, Dairy Museum, Shepherds Hut and Machinery Shed. 

The campers finished off an enjoyable day with a lovely dinner at 

the Yankalilla Hotel. 

Wendy M. 



Day 5 - Monday 20th September 2021- VISIT TO YUNDI PROPERTY – Martin 

Smee & Carolyn Wastell 

We met Marty at the gateway where he gave a brief introduction. The 

property is 45 hectares with about 80% of the land being Heritage 

Agreement. The terrain is fairly steep with three main gullies and the Finniss 

River at the bottom. On the slopes, the main vegetation community is 

Stringybark with a Yacca understorey. 

Martin and Carolyn have owned the property for 17 years and they have 

done a lot of weed control – blackberries in the gullies, gorse, broom, and 

watsonia elsewhere. They have done very well and the bush is a pleasure 

to look at. 

Remainder of article may be accessed by direct link sent by email by Brian K. 

Story and photos: Geoff & Chris T. 

SATURDAY OCTOBER 16TH - FIELD TRIP RIVER TORRENS - INSIGHTS INTO ADELAIDE 

URBAN BUSH REGENERATION 

Eight members turned up to take part in this excursion which covered 

3 quite different sites, ranging from the centre of Adelaide to the 

southern suburbs. We were greeted by the whiff of composting 

materials from the Adelaide Council Nursery as we waited for the full 

number of participants to arrive. Our first walk was along the foot path 

on the northern side of the Torrens. The area between the War 

Memorial Drive and the Torrens path has been revegetated over time. 

The area between the Torrens path and the river contains a mixture of 

native plants and invaders i.e. nasturtiums, nettles, grasses and thistles. 

It may be that any flooding in the river makes it uneconomical to 

attempt to revegetate and provide adequate weed control for this area. The edges of the path 

closest to the river have been sprayed probably to prevent foot traffic from spreading weed seeds. 

Remainder of article may be accessed by direct link sent by email by Brian K. 

Story and photos: Edith St George 

MONDAY NOVEMBER 1ST - TALK – ALTHORPE ISLAND – MICHIEL LUCIEER 

At the November meeting we were privileged to hear Michiel Lucieer 

speak about his experiences as a lighthouse keeper on remote 

windswept Althorpe Island from 1989-1991. He entertained us with stories 

of previous lighthouse keepers, shipwrecks and other historical details. A 

famous wreck was the steam ship ‘Pareora’ in 1919 travelling from Port 

Pirie to Hobart with the loss of 11 men, only 3 bodies being recovered. 

The main island was named by Matthew Flinders in 1802 after Viscount 

Althorp (also known as Lord Spencer) and is situated about 5k from 

Cape Spencer at the foot of Yorke Peninsula. 

Remainder of article may be accessed by direct link sent by email by Brian K. 

Story Helen S. Photos Michiel Lucieer  



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

COMMUNITY CORNER 

for sale, wanted, giveaways, help needed/on offer 

Do you have something gathering dust or taking up space 

 that would benefit another Heritage Agreement owner? 

Or do you have a particular skillset that you could offer to another owner? 

Let us know! 

 

 

 

 

Beetle on Acacia paradoxa. Photographed on Sony HX90V 
pocket camera Rockleigh - Barbara Bansemer 

FOCUS ON PHOTOGRAPHY – MEMBER CONTRIBUTIONS 

The ‘focus’ for this edition - FAUNA 

Dragon lizard / bearded dragon – taken on Kodak film – 
Eleanor Handreck 



BIRD ID FOR BEGINNERS 

Waders - I have always found waders difficult birds to identify, probably because I’m from the mallee and you 

don’t see too many there, but a lot of them look alike to me. So here are a few of the larger and easier ones 

to identify.  

 
Black-winged Stilt A black and white bird with incredibly long, coral pink legs, it stands 

about 33-37cm. It is widespread and fairly common. It lives in fresh and salt-water 

marshes, flooded paddocks and interior claypans. It could be confused with an immature 

Banded Stilt (see below), but they have no black on the neck. 

Banded Stilt 

With legs not quite as long as the Black-winged stilt, this wader is characterized by its 

chestnut breast-band. It inhabits fresh and saltwater marshes, marine mud-flats and 

temporary lakes as salinity increases. Often seen on ocean beaches after dispersal 

from breeding. Immature birds lack the chestnut breast-band, and could be confused 

with a Black-winged Stilt, but do not have the black on its neck. It stands bout 35-43cm  

 

Red-necked Avocet 

An easy bird to pick because it has a striking bright chestnut head and neck, and a 

distinctive upturned bill. At 40-48cm, it is slightly larger that the previous two birds. It 

feeds in large flocks, often with Stilts. Found in both salt and freshwater wetlands, it 

likes shallow salt lakes & freshwater swamps. 

 

Pied Oystercatcher / Sooty Oystercatcher 

Oystercatchers feed by prising open bi-valve shells with their powerful beaks. Pied Oystercatchers (at left) 

inhabit undisturbed beaches and sandy spits, tidal mudflats and estuaries, islands and occasionally paddocks 

near the coast. Sooty Oystercatchers are less common and inhabit undisturbed tidal rocks on ocean shores, 

and occasionally sandspits and mudflats. Both birds are around 46cm tall. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

References Images from A field guide to the birds of Australia by Graham Pizzey, illus. by Roy Doyle, Collins, 1980, except for 

Oystercatchers - images and reference: Field guide to birds of Australia, by Michael Morcombe, published by Steve Parish, 

2000. Additional information from Field guide to the birds of Australia, by Simpson and Day, 6th ed, Viking, 1999.  

Chris O’Loughlin 

 



 

 

Friends of Private Bushland 
  

Web address — http://friendsofprivatebushland.org.au/ 
Patron: Jean McLaren 

  

COMMITTEE 
  
Co-Presidents: Pam Wheare   president@friendsofprivatebushland.org.au ; Cliff Hignett 0428 810 111 
Vice-President: Vacant 
Secretary: Adam Smith   0415 205 226   secretary@friendsofprivatebushland.org.au  
Treasurer: Barbara Bansemer 0409 661 056; 8363 2453    

treasurer@friendsofprivatebushland.org.au 
Membership Officer: Brian Knill   8550 6001 / 0487 863 484 or 40 Fresian Drive, Strathalbyn SA 5255 
Newsletter Editor: Karina Mercer   karina.mercer@sa.gov.au  
Auditor: Neil Stokes 
Committee Members: Trevor Carmichael   8356 7921; Eleanor Handreck   8272 3371;    
 Ray White 8390 0257; Chris O’Loughlin 0429 676 340. 
Webmaster: Alister Smith 
WHS Officer: none appointed. Pam Wheare will maintain attendance book 
CHANGE OF ADDRESS / MEMBERSHIPS / SUBS: Brian Knill 
MEETINGS: Subject to change. Please note advice will be provided prior to meetings either via 

newsletter or email. 
 

  

 

Thanks to Konica Minolta and Chris Lane for generously printing our 

newsletters. Konica Minolta is a National Landcare Partner. 

MEMBERSHIP OF FRIENDS OF PRIVATE BUSHLAND 
Membership costs are $20 with a posted newsletter, $10 for 
emailed. The membership year runs from 1st March 2021 to 28th 
February 2022. 
 
Membership Officer Brian Knill will let you know if you still 
need to pay for the current year. If you are not asked to pay, 
you are already paid up! 
 
PLEASE consider switching to EFT payment if you don’t already 
use this option, it is much easier for our Treasurer and allows 
for more accurate record keeping. Payment by cheque (or cash) 
may be made to the Treasurer (details next column). We have 
no credit card facilities. 
 

PREFERRED OPTION: 
Payment by electronic transfer: 
BSB: 325 185 Account Number: 02239714 
Account Name: Friends of Private Bushland 
To identify your payment, please ensure that your 
name/s are used as a reference on the transfer 
 
Change of details: 
Any changes of name/s, addresses, email address and/or 
phone number should be passed on to the Membership 
Officer (see COMMITTEE details bottom of page). 

PAYMENT BY CHEQUE (OR CASH) MAY BE MADE 
TO: 
 
Treasurer, Friends of Private Bushland, 
c/- 69 Third Ave, St Peters SA 5069 
Change of details: if forwarding payment by post, please 
include any changes of name/s, addresses, email address 
and/or phone number. 

 
TO RECEIVE AN E-VERSION 
Electronic versions of the newsletter,  
emailed to you in PDF format, can be  
requested by sending an email to the  
Membership Officer at: 
membership@friendsofprivatebushland.org.au to confirm 
your email address. 

                        
Remember, you need 
to be a current 
financial member to 
receive the newsletter, 
and an emailed 
newsletter will save 
$10 per year and the 
environment a few 
trees. 

 

Items may be edited for accuracy and clarity at the Editor’s discretion, and content may be removed at the discretion of the Committee.  

Views expressed remain those of the individual contributor and not the Committee. 

http://www.friendsofprivatebushland.org.au/
mailto:president@friendsofprivatebushland.org.au
mailto:membership@friendsofprivatebushland.org.au

